The Honorable Charlie Crist 

Governor of the State of Florida
PL-05, The Capitol

Tallahassee, Fl  32399-0001

December 3, 2007

Dear Governor Crist,
The Florida Education Association represents educators and support professionals from pre-kindergarten and K-12 schools to community colleges and universities. All of these professionals must receive the salary and the benefits they have earned without delay or disruption. This becomes all the more important this time of year as Florida’s educators plan for holiday spending on their families, churches, charities and more.

The FEA understands the nature of the problem and the difficult decisions you will make over the next few days. We know that the SBA has contracted to have a firm investigate various options for your consideration. Whatever choices you make, it is clear that you can not restore confidence in a fund without honoring the timely payment of salaries and the trust that earned pensions are not jeopardized or exposed.

As you consider options to stabilize and restore investor confidence in the state and local investment fund, I urge that you take great care in protecting the salaries and benefits of our states’ educators and support professionals. Further, I encourage appropriate and timely action to allow school districts to withdraw all funds necessary to pay their expenses, payroll and pensions.  
It is our sincerest desire that the state protect the investments made by local governments, that confidence in the fund is restored, and that the cash accounts are made whole. On behalf of the 137,000 members of the Florida Education Association, thank you for your careful and thoughtful leadership in the efforts to resolve this complex problem.

Sincerely,
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Andy Ford

President
